
Living Generously 

 “Rejoice in the Lord always, Again, I say Rejoice. Finally beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise-think on these things. And the peace of God which 

surpasses all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:1-9 

 

What I hear in this scripture is the mantra I keep before me: Celebrate the Goodness of God. 

You and I are surrounded by God’s generous goodness-Blessing anew each day. Look for them in what is 

pure, honorable, true and pleasing.  Lift up the excellence and joy you experience each day.  Name the 

commendable, call out what is worthy of praise and Praise It!  And your heart and mind will truly be at 

peace with Christ. 

As I walked along the park path a couple of weeks ago, two young women came riding toward me on 

their bicycles.  One held out her hand as she came near and called out “High Five!”  I obliged; as she 

passed by, she turned and called back “Thanks for playing along.”  I smiled and thought ‘what a nice 

gesture’. The Goodness of God comes in surprising packages.  Look around you, and see in the small, 

improbable places God’s generous goodness at work.  Every day you and I run across the pure, pleasing, 

honorable, commendable, just and true.  But we don’t always name it.  We don’t always think on it, or 

give it any real value.  Celebrate the goodness of God- think on these things. How much joy surrounds 

you and me!  We are truly wrapped in God’s generous goodness and blessed with an abundance of grace.  

 “Living Generously” is the theme of our Stewardship Program this year.  Generosity is one of the marks 

of Christian living; Christians experience the abundance of God’s blessings in their lives—and in turn, 

live in a culture of Generosity.  We are blessed to look at the world through the eyes of grace, to know the 

Goodness of God. 

I looked up the origin of the word ‘generous’.  You would think it has to do with giving money—a 

generous giver. But surprisingly, it’s more complicated than simply the act of giving; it goes deep down 

to the core of one’s identity and purpose.  It is from the Latin ‘genus’ as in the classification of plant and  

animal kingdoms into Phylums, Classes, Orders, Families, Genera and Species.  ‘Genus’ in the word 

‘generous’ refers to those born of noble stock, a race of nobility with the attributes of abundance, ample 

wealth, patrons and benefactors liberal in giving.  ‘Generosity’ is truly a Christian value-we have been 

born to Christ, we are God’s nobility and endowed with abundance and blessings.  Of course, it overflows 

into the lives of everyone around us. 

“Living Generously” is not about ignoring reality or thinking small acts of kindness can overcome the 

pain and darkness around us.  “Living Generously” is about looking to God, the source of all blessings.  

Beyond what we can control and manage is what God will do.  Generosity is grounded in holding up and 

celebrating the goodness of God, being aware of the abundance of blessings that underline our every 

breath, responding with generosity and joy. 

 



Live your nobility.  Live Generously. 

Bishop Miller encourages everyone to ask themselves: 

 “How do we release the abundance God has entrusted to us back into the world?” 

Temple Talks.  We are inviting members of our congregation this Fall season to share their stories of 

Generosity-their moments of joyful living in God’s Goodness-and how their lives have been shaped by 

their response with abundance.  Temple Talks will be offered each week during the offering.  

Stewardship Pot-Luck Luncheon.  Expect a call from one of our Council members in the next couple of 

weeks.  On November 9th we’ll hold a congregational luncheon and Council members at each table will 

lead a conversation about “Living Generously”.  We want you to share what is true, pure, commendable, 

pleasing, joyful and blessed in your faith journey.  We want to hear how you release God’s abundance 

back into the world.  How you walk a generous life. 

“Living Generously” will culminate on Stewardship Pledge Sunday, November 16th,  Your pledge 

commitments of money, of time and talents will be offered in thanksgiving at our Worship service. 

Join me in celebrating the goodness of God.  Live Generously. 

 
 


